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On 1 January 2008 the Property Law Act 20
into force, replacing the 1952 Property Law
several other related Acts, including a numb
English ones going back as far as 1257. 
 
It has been described as the largest single c
property law in the past 55 years and is the cu
of a project that took over 16 years.  
 
When the Act was passed last year, the A
Justice Minister, Clayton Cosgrove, noted tha
of the Act is to create modern, more use
legislation for people buying or selling 
mortgaging their property to raise finance, or
into commercial leases of land.  
 
Not everything in the Act is new; some parts o
or codify the existing law. The following highlig
of the changes that have been introduced.  
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Landlord’s Consent 
If a tenant asks a landlord for permission to transfer 
or sublease premises to a third party, or to change 
the permitted use of the premises, the landlord 
must not unreasonably withhold consent.  The 
landlord must respond in writing within a 
reasonable time. If consent is given subject to 
conditions or is withheld, the landlord must give 
written reasons for their decision, if asked to do so 
by the tenant.  
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A range of parties affected by the decision may 
claim damages from a landlord if they suffer loss as 
a result of the landlord unreasonably delaying or 
withholding the landlord’s consent.  
 
Insurance Protection for Tenants 

f it repeat 
hts some 

If the premises are damaged by an insured risk 
(e.g. fire, flood, explosion) the landlord and their 
insurers may not require the tenant to pay for the 
repairs.  This is so even if the damage was caused 
by the tenant’s negligence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Distraint 
The Distress and Replevin Act 1908 enabled a landlord 
to enter the premises and seize certain chattels of the 
tenant, if the rent was in arrears. This self-help remedy 
has been abolished.  
 
Sale and Purchase – Return of Deposit  
A purchaser of land now has a statutory right to apply 
to a court for the return of the purchaser’s deposit.  The 
surrounding circumstances must be such that a court 
would not order the purchaser to perform the contract 
and also that the purchaser has no right to cancel the 
contract.   
 
An example could be where there is a defect in the 
property that the purchaser was not aware of until after 
signing the contract and paying the deposit.   
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declare that the purchaser has a lien 
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Conclusion  
Long memories of the problems associated with the 

isputes Tribunal’s predecessor, the Small Claims 
ribunal, mean people sometimes assume the tribunal 

 for the most basic disputes.  
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this instance, not only legal advice was required, but 
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specifications was also needed.  
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Govett Quilliam News – QSM for Senior Partner John Eagles 
Govett Quilliam congratulates John Eagles on his award of The Queen’s Service Medal.   
 
 “I am proud to receive the Queen’s Service Medal (QSM) for services to the community 
and have certainly enjoyed participating in my various community activities – Pukeiti 
Rhododendron Gardens, New Plymouth North Rotary, New Plymouth Boys’ High School, 
CCS, NZ School Trustees Assn, Frankley School, Govett Brewster Art Gallery, Law 
Society and recently Taranaki Rugby.” – John Eagles. 
 
The investiture for John will be held at Government House, Wellington, on the 1st of April 
2008.   
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Govett Brewster Art Gallery 
MONICA BREWSTER CLUB 
The Monica Brewster Club in association with Govett Quilliam the Lawyers brings an impressive array of national and international speakers to New 
Plymouth. Held on a monthly basis, the Monica Brewster Club offers an evening of exceptional speakers, art, food and wine. 
Dedicated to the memory of the Gallery founder, Monica Brewster, the Club draws on a wide variety of speakers from throughout the local and 
national arts community who discuss topics ranging from art to architecture and literature to film. The Monica Brewster Club is also supported by 
Michael Radich Wine Merchant and Cafe Govett-Brewster. 
6pm - 8pm on the last Tuesday of every month. Entry $12, Friends of the Gallery $8, Students (with ID) FREE 
 
Internationally acclaimed artists create new work for Govett-Brewster  
The Govett-Brewster Art Gallery’s forthcoming suite of exhibitions showcases new works by internationally acclaimed artists Francis Upritchard, 
Jayce Salloum and Bill Culbert with photographic portraiture by Len Lye also featured.  The Govett-Brewster’s Artist in Residence programme is 
offered in partnership with Western Institute of Technology at Taranaki and with support from Creative New Zealand and is a cornerstone of its 
programming.  
 
Francis Upritchard: New Zealand Artist in Residence rainwob i 1 March – 18 May 2008 
2006 Walters Prize winner Francis Upritchard is the Govett-Brewster’s current New Zealand Artist in Residence. The London-based sculptor’s 
exhibition rainwob i is presented from 1 March to 18 May.  
In rainwob i Upritchard presents a psychedelic and visionary landscape, populated by strange sculptural figures and architectural ‘follies’. She also 
incorporates objects from charity shops and forgotten corners, giving them new lives and histories. At once primeval and futuristic the exhibition 
suggests an array of ideas about time, hope and evolutionary change.  
Born in New Plymouth, Upritchard has exhibited extensively in Aotearoa New Zealand, Europe and America since graduating from Canterbury 
University’s Ilam School of Fine Arts in 1997. After the Govett-Brewster residency, Upritchard will present rainwob ii at Artspace Sydney and at 
Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne as part of her Artspace residency. 
 
Jayce Salloum: International Artist in Residence everything and nothing and other works from the ongoing project ‘untitled’, and recent 
fragments/works: 8 March – 25 May 2008 
Vancouver-based International Artist in Residence Jayce Salloum is a media artist and cultural activist who has worked in installation, photography, 
new media and video since 1975.  His residency at the Govett-Brewster sees a continuation of his ongoing project untitled 1999-2008, a multi-
channel video installation addressing social and political realities. His work engages with issues of globalism, imperialism and the notion of borders, 
documenting the lives and opinions of displaced peoples, activists and victims in places such as Lebanon and the former Yugoslavia. During his 
residency Salloum will develop new work exploring similar issues within a New Zealand context.  Salloum has exhibited in a wide range of 
international venues from small storefronts to institutions such as the Museum of Modern Art, New York, Centre Pompidou, Paris and the 15th 
Biennale of Sydney.   
 
Bill Culbert: Groundworks: 8 March – 18 May 2008 
Eminent New Zealand artist Bill Culbert presents Groundworks from 8 March to 11 May.  This significant exhibition comprises three installations not 
previously seen in New Zealand including two new works. Culbert’s installations reenergise the discarded debris of the everyday to form landscapes 
of poetic imagination. Working with materials such as light bulbs, lampshades, fluorescent tubes, plastic bottles, wine glasses and suitcases he 
explores the dynamic interplay between luminescence, space and visual perception.  Now based in London and France, Culbert travels extensively 
and exhibits widely in Europe, Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand.  Culbert was acknowledged for his outstanding contribution to contemporary art 
in this country and beyond in the 2008 New Year Honours. 
 
Len Lye:  A portrait gallery: 8 March – 18 May 2008 
The Gallery will also feature a selection of seldom seen works by celebrated New Zealand-born artist Len Lye (1901-1980) in A portrait gallery from 8 
March to 18 May. Through Lye’s intriguing photographic portraits and work in a variety of media, the exhibition sketches a ‘portrait’ of the artist’s own 
reflections on the nature of the self. 
 

 
For more information on exhibitions and events Phone 06 759 6060 or visit www.govettbrewster.com 
 
 

How would you like your next newsletter? 

 
March 2008 
 

If you would prefer to receive your next newsletter by email, please contact Michelle  at 
michelle.stewart@govquill.co.nz or phone 758 0884 
 
Please note that all the Govett Quilliam Guides to many interesting legal topics and opportunities are 

available online on www.thelawyers.co.nz.  Please download them at your leisure. 
 

Please call this office if you would like further information on newsletter items. 
 

All information in this newsletter is to the best of the authors’ knowledge true and accurate.  No 
liability is assumed by the authors, or publishers, for any losses suffered by any person relying 

directly or indirectly upon this newsletter.  It is recommended that clients should consult a senior
representative of the firm before acting upon this information. 
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